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Location & Extent I

* The Thar Desert, or the Great Indian Desert, is an arid region of
rolling sand hills on the Indian subcontinent.

. YR ATEY, IO I 3f37er 35¢ Y FTFATATE, ﬂﬂ?ﬁuma'd’rcr
#ngh#ﬁa’rmﬂi’m

* |t spreads over ~200,000 sq km in northwestern India (in Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana) and parts of southeastern Pakistan

(Sindh and Punjab provinces).

+ IE W 2,00,000 F3F fFAl &1 A IT-URgAl HRAT (ISTEATH,
WWMﬁm(maﬁt
m?r)a:mamﬁ#ﬁwraan%l —_— —

\/

Boundaries / HIHATT ;

>
~/West: Indus River plains/ 9T ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂ?ﬁmﬂ'
\—-—\’

J North & Northeast: Punjab Plain/ muﬁm-qj: qSTd T AT

J Southeast: Aravalli Range/ E.'fi-'l'UTt‘l\'c? Tl TTHTAT

~

-JSouth: Rann of Kachchh [ ZTeYoT: T HTIOT

y /!
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*y Hot & arid climate with daytime temperatures rising abov¢ 50 °C, qnd sharp

dropsatm ht, / 3TH Ta USF STodar, TordH &t Fr 50 °C ¥ FIT d&h
gaﬁrm#mﬁﬁﬁtm%l

S

. Ralnfall is extremely low and erratlc (majority of the region receives < 50

mm annually)./ @97 37cdd mﬁaﬁaa?ﬁ%(ma‘;mrm#
arﬁmaq‘rsoﬁﬁ@aﬁamg?ﬂ%)l

The terrain includes: / 3% &1 & #l-3mFHfas fAdvware eanfae g:

* Rolling sand dunes (up to ~200 m high),

: & Yol (STIT3T9T 200 ds 39),
RoRhw i prymar ses g i

* Rocky outcrops, / IecTal 3HI
y ps, / 9¢< , |
» Salt flats & large flat plains. / aravﬁzrﬁmuaﬁwamﬁmn
N — e

* These features make the Thar unique among world deserts.

. ¥ fAATATT Y ATET A FI 2T F 37T ATETAT ¥ fafrse aard &1
—
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* Key river: Luni River (flows to Rann of Kutch)
T —
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Landscapes of the Thar Desert:
A Physiographic Overview

The Aravalli Range

This mountain range acts as a
critical barrier, stopping the
desert's eastward spread.

DOMINANT SAND DUNES
wN

HAMADAS & _
SANDY PLAINS
J

HAMADA
’ (Rocky Surface)
—"’.'

- SANDY PLAIN
I

S

SALINE SALT LAKES

Significant salt lakes, such as
Lake Sambhar, are found within
the desert’s depressions.
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aces (hamadas), and salt
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The crescent-shaped <and dunes found in the Thar Desert ar€ called:
é@?WHW#WWWW?H%W&#WWW

(RRB NTPC Graduation CBT-01 2024)
NN/

1. Inselbeggs
30-56133%5 (Inselbergs)
2. Ergs

317% E(Ergs)

3. Barchans
=g (Barchans)

4. Yardangs
(Yardangs)

Correct Answer. 3




Physiography & Landforms
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Soils of the Thar are / X &1 &Y

Desertic Red desertic, Sierozems, & yeIIow Saline,
Lithosols, Regasols / Wﬂ?ﬂ'ﬂ' CIG] W?ﬁ'q ﬁ'ﬂ'{ﬁ?ﬂ'
o el saoi, fraates, Paed

Generally coarse-textured, well-drained and calcareous,
influencing vegetation and land use patterns.

AT T Aefet $HUN dTell, STol-fAhTd arell JUT
Hicwrgagead g1t §, s maﬁmﬁ?"
FY IHTRT FIt &1




Biodiversity

Despite harsh conditions, the Thar supports rich flora and fauna: / 31X qﬁ'ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁf 37 did9lq,
memﬁmsﬁamﬁmmm%l

Fauna includes/Sfiar & Qﬂﬁ!ﬂ' g

* Blue Bull (Nilgai) / Fﬁ?ﬁTRT\/

. Blackbuck/m%wy
* Great Indian Bustard (GIB) / a)zg%aﬂawé (mam?hv:rﬁam

e m—E,

* Indian Gazelle (Chinkara) / TR TS el (f%ITRT)
w ) N A\
 Many reptiles and desert-adapted species. / H%WWWQ;WWTI

g S —
Protected areas:

* Desert National Park — among the largest national parks representing the Thar ecosystem / 33lcC

AU 9T — IR IIRTEUTAS a7 F1 yfafA e e are Fad 93 TSI 3gIHT A A TH
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Mineral Wealth & Resources

The Thar region is rich in minerals, including:

IR AT Wit AT & FHEY 8, et anfAer &

» One of India’s largest coal (lignite) reserves.
ma:ma-gm(m)mww

> Gypsum Ilmestone salt bauxnte silica, etc /
frcaR, AT T2, T, SfFdTsT, ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂrﬁ'l

These resources make the desert economically significant despite
its harsh climate./ & THT T FO STeldrg & dI9olg 3H AT
ﬁmwﬁmmél




MINERALS OF THE THAR DESERT
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Human Habitation & Economy

 The Thar has one of the highest population densities among deserts.

gwmha#mmﬁﬁw%wmmmm
|

Major livelihoods |
z:n:zrmsnﬁm »  qRTA (A &7 q 3 qrel=),
—
* Rainfed agriculture (millets like bajra),
- NI ITUTRT FY (FRT A7 AR
sl ( i< NI,

* Handicrafts, folk culture, and tourism.
+  FEATISY, i TR 3R Tde|

G —

- .M . B 3 a
* Indira Gandhi Canal transformed parts of the desert enabling irrigation and crop

* Animal husbandry (notably camels),

-

production.

- 3TeRT aITefY 1B A ATEY F T A1 Y a5 form, orwd =S 3R wwer seureeT
T g3
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* [sland — A tract of land completely surrounded by water on all sides. It may be found in oceans, seas,
rivers, or lakes.

+ ST - TR 3T/ ST F TR G3HT T HWT| T§ AFTHRR, THA, ST AT el H I1AT AT HhelT ¢

J Types of Islands/a?ﬂﬁ & ThI | @

1. Continental Islandsfﬂﬂmaﬁq

* Originally part of the mainland and separated due to rising sea Ievels, land subsidence, or tectonic

activity.
. #mw#mﬂ-mmﬁwﬁaﬁtmmm HiF Taa a1 fAadfaes fafafeat & sror

 Generally share similar rocks and characteristics as mainland.

+ gTh! gcere IR fAvae FET A & FAE g1 B
\_v-/\/—’
J Subtypes/399hI: s/

* Individual islands/Tehel a'a"ttr

* Archipelago or island groups/EEﬂWﬂ'G' .
« Festoons.~island arcs (curyed chams)/ﬂﬂ-'a?l' / 49 919 (H3T & )










2. Oceanic Islands

Never part of any continental landmass.

. I w3t off FrlY AT dIRT 91-31T9T 1 T €T W
N\ ~ o -
* Formed by undersea volcanic activity or coral build-up.

g fTATOT §Hg & iR Saram @y rfafafer ar garer (Fe) F

.‘l*

Volcanic Islands ¢

m m Form by repeated volcanic eruptions on the ocean floor.
= y A FHE I W IR-GR @1 a1 SAarHET RFeere) @ aad §

Examples globally: Hawaiian Islands, Galapagos Islands. ?&c’% /’/' '
-

Built from coral remains and lime carbonate.
Coral Islands . ,
m(m)@q— #mammmq\mwmgl

Generally low-lying, sandy islands.

¥ FrATga: A 3 e o arer gdia g #
N — P e
Examples: Maldives; Lakshadweep Islands (India).

FETEAOT: AT, oraTedT SATTHAE (STeT) |




Islands of India

* India has two major island groups forming a distinct physiographic division:

» R A QI YHE ¢dIT §E 8 N v fafdrse sitfaes (sitnfarer) fasimerer s=ra @

N N

1..Andaman & Nicobar Islands

AT U fsleaR cdIqaHg

* Located in the Bay of Bengal, between India and Southeast Asia.

+  IE TS I WTS! A, TR 3R gfeTor-qd i & & RPua gl

T e —,

* Consists of about 836 islands (only ~30 inhabited).

- 0’ - W 9
+ FHH TAIHIT 836 TAIT § (=T W/ AT 30 HTETE &) |

A e

* Divided into Andaman Islands (north) and Nicobar Islands (south), separated by the Ten Degree Channel.

. m—— N\ . L N : e e
+ 3 AT galT (3X) AR AR gdia (gfaron) & Rsnfora g rar g, oee &= Bl Aaer srear s g

* These islands are believed to be the elevated portions of a submerged mountain chain extending from Arakan Yoma

L e
(Myanmar) to Sumatra (Indonesia).




How many total islands/islets/rocky outcrops are there in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands as per the
Andaman and Nicobar Administration?

HSHTA N AFITR FATHA 3 HJHAR, HSHTA HN [AFIGR g7 F7g A For e
ga9/39gdIa/aeersdl gearr &2

(RRB NTPC Graduatlon CBT-01 2024)
1. 836

2.1002
3.742
4. 612

Correct Answer: 1




Capital: Port Blair.

ITSTETAT: 9IC sl x|

* Area spans several hundred km, with dense forests and rich biodiversity.

s wmﬁﬁmﬁﬁmgm%,aﬁaﬁaﬂaﬁtawﬁamm?m%l

e Strategic location hear the Malacca Strait makes it important for naval defense and trade.
+ HoTFHT STASHATHEY & UTH F8U Il & FIOT Ig A1 foieh FL&T 3 IR & AT 3raa
- 3 . = %

N
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Main divisions inside Andaman:

A

* Middle Andaman ’
* South Andaman /ﬂa
* Little Andaman (separated by Duncan Passage)

North Andaman

B * These three (North—Middle—-South) are often called Great Andaman.
|- o e il (STR-HET-STRYOT) F WHfEH TI W AT HSHATA Hgl AT ¢ |
e, e 5  (Capital Port Blair lies in South Andaman.
Y. wned| *+ TTSTETEAT 9YE SRR GTRYOT s A Fua B
A . |/:ddm i Middle * Terrain: Hilly, dense evergreen forests, mangroves.

! (r W\
v~/ Sea "l Andaman

14
. Indian Ocean Indonesia

- aka@ﬁ:qaam,aﬁmaasﬁwﬁm’a?\wﬁn

W * (Coastline: Indented with creeks, natural harbours.

e 1l e aevaT: it sk st dewmet @ aw)
P

Havelock

Archipelago Group
I Andaman Flysch Group
Mithakhari Group

Bl ophiolite Group - = (aiand * Strategic naval importance due to proximity to Southeast Asia sea lanes.
Sentinel DTN .
A B Andaman ||+ ZTETOT-qE TIRIAT & WHLY ARI F fAHe g1 & FROT F0FT ANATAF give F Icafs IR+
e e B
50 km

.. . RN ' mgea




Nicobar -Group of Islands (Southern Part)
é g

* The Nicobar Islands lie south of the Ten Degree Channel and are closer to Indonesia than to
mainland India.

» fRaR gdiauag <o f3t <derer & gfeTor A U 8 3R A&7 /A TR 1 It A S RAT S
sRsERAwEedl e

—
—_ — S ——

= |mportant islands in Nicobar:

» PR & Y@ cdiv:

* Great Nicobar - largest; contains Indira Point (southernmost tip of India)

. mm-aﬁm;mgﬁnm’mammmmmww

 Car Nicobar
‘/-,\\/
¢ FR APER

. Nancowrz group (cluster of islands with natural harbours)
» SeThIa HHE (TTHTd deIMME! ATt gdIal T HHg)|




Less hilly, more low-lying than Andaman.
ISHTA $Y T A F TgTs! I 37T =i s{f& are &

Dense tropical forests, coconut plantations.
W —

ol 35T fea el ae1 3T ATRIT o & 1T |
A e ——

—\_
Sparse population and restricted access.

FH TATEIT 3T AT vaer|
—

Yy,
Very high ecological sensitivity (tsunami impact zone in 2004).
T e e ——

Faers aIREUTas aeafierdr (2004 Y T & wsfada a9) |
"ﬁ-_—’

JTen Degree Channel — The Divider
Qe 33 Aot - AT A water channel at 10° N latitude.

+ g 10° 30T 74T 9X U v STAAT B
* Separates Andaman from Nicobar groups.
+ Ig WA IR TR gdIT THEY F1 39T ST o |

* Important for navigation and geography questions.

+ IE Ataget A PN waH weat & fore Ageaqot 21




Indigenous Tribal Communities

Sentinelese (Afeael STSATA)

Live on North Sentinel Island (Andaman group).
Vet —

» Y AT Wfeerer g (3zA THE) A W —
* Considered one of the world’s most isolated tribes. — = S

o B¢ [T FT TW IAN-YoT (THIA) FAATTIAT A & TF ATAT ATAT ¢ |

T
* Have no contact with the outside world.

+  ZeTeT ATELI AT & FI$ HIF e ¢
ﬂ
* Hostile to outsiders; Indian government enforces a no-contact policy for

their protection.
» T IR AT & T AFATOT §; 3T GI&T & AT AT TFR Al-
Fleeae A’ TR HLeT ¢

* Lifestyle: Hunter-gatherers, stone-age level technology.
W

» Sltaerdtell: RIwT-wargerdl, ITNT0T o1 FAT FY Thelian |



> Other major tribes of Andaman

Great Andamanese/ﬂtm‘.?ﬁﬁ/ ’*_F_a%’g 5 e

Major Tribes of Andaman
These tribes are classified as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups ‘ %
(PVTGS). | >
g1 AT 1 ‘AT ¥ & HAgereier TS FHE (PVTGs) &
9 & Fefieh fmar AT |

» Tribes of Nicobar: y
. /. 7 7
Great Nicobarese Jarwa Onge Shompen

Nicobarese (relatively more assimilated, practice coconut cultivation)

e (FereTeas® ® @ 38w FATfed, ARTer i @t F3d 8) |

M
Shomp?}(interior forests of Great Nicobar, semi-nomadic)

MAYT (AT APER F ATARF T A ot a1, I-gHq) |
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~#* Laccadive-Chagos

Submarine Ridge _-s.< -

il

selechionway

Location (TFEUTQ)

Union Territory in the Arabian Sea, off the Kerala coast.
INE AR A, FIA de A g FUd v &g A geer|

Scattered tiny islands spread over a large sea area; land area is

very small (~*32 sq km).
#W-WWEﬁq%ma?mmﬁﬁﬁm
T 819 g HH ¢ (S1Irs19r 32 T3 fohal) |

s,
Lies along the Laccadive—Chagos submarine ridge.

g dA&TgaId— mmﬁa&[@m(mﬁﬂm#m
ua el =




About 36 jslands (not all inhabited).

+ T 36 AT (WY HTaTE AT )|

* Three traditional groups: Ammd i, Lacc
+ e TRIREF THE: HfAEET, o
* Capital: “Kavaratt.. \’\/\__———

ISTHTAT: FAIw(|
\_/

Composition (TITTT)

lve, ang Minicoy.

>Major Islands

Minicoy Island Bangaram Island
Maldive

Mmlcoy Island — southernmost; culturally closer to Maldives; crescent atoll, old lighthouse.

- Al gdia - wew gfarof; AT T Q AT 3 3T fe; FUAHR T, QRTAT THTRES |

* AgattiIsland — airstrip and key entry point.

. mﬁ’ra'qﬁtr gars gedl IR A& vawr fag)|

* Bangaram Island — tourism focus, pristine lagoon.
+ §IRIA 1T - qﬁmmmw TS |

 Kavaratti — Administrative centre, calm Iagoon

FHaA! - TATHAS g, T AT |




Gives India a western maritime footprint in the Arabian Sea.
IE AR & 3R AER 7 9T+ @) sufeufa yeer Ftar e

Fisheries (tuna), eco-tourism potential, lagoon navigation.

HAEY qTelel (fAAWHT EoAT), $h1-GATH hl FHTIAT, oI A
" p—

dldegstl /

Surveillance value along important sea lanes.
~————

90T AT ATIT F A1y I & efCehIoT T




Major Tribes of Lakshadweep

aﬁaa"rcra?rmmm

 Unlike Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep does not have multiple isolated primitive

tribes.

+ 3EAA IR ARER F A, Teredia F F§ rd9T-geT AfEH TANTAGT AT & |

M
* Here, almost the entire indigenous population is recognized as a Scheduled Tribe.

+ BT AT I F{A TAar) Imare) 1 TR Tt & 9 H AIAT I g
1 Official ST Community o —~—_>

jmmmﬁm

e Lakshadweep Scheduled Tribes (umbrella ST status for islanders)

+ F&IGANT HTHIAT STeTorTial (GHIIarfiaT & faw gaer vadt g=i) |




Two cultural groupings within the ST population ;-2

ST HEEI & IR A ARPAFTHE &

g

1. Islanders of Amindivi & Laccadive (except Minicoy)

HALE va ety (ARSI F Sz F gdhaard

Language: Malayalan:/
HATYT: HeldTolH

Ethnic-cultural link: Kerala’s Mappila Muslim

traditions ~ \

AT -AER A T ST T AT H AT
RT3 § S5

Occupation: Coconut cultivation, coir work, lagoon
fishing ——" N —
STIUTT: ATRI S T Wddl, HIAT (ATRIT 32AM) F1,
A A AGCll IHSAT

Settlements around lagoons with mosque-centered
village life

o ITeT & THITH ITEAIT, STET 119 H1 Sfiaet Afderg
Hiea grarg|

%

l«/

2. People of Minicoy Island
\GIGEaD] a?ﬁfl &)

* Language: Mahl (dialect of Dhivehi, spoken in Maldives)

. TYT: ATE o (FAE Y e, I ATAT A aYelY STt @)

 Ethnic-cultural link: Maldivian culture
M

* Distinct traditions: Lava dance, boat races, seafaring skills
T —  \ P — D el

- faflrse qygre: amar sy, st gls, W Alager wlere
* Strong tuna fishing tradition (pole-and-line)

. quﬁﬁﬁmgm(ﬂa-@-m%ﬁr)l




Some Other Important Indian Islands

* Located in the Brahmaputra River.

Majuli (Assam) .
* Known as the world’s largest inhabited river island.

" + 3 T &1 G 9371 AT ALY ST AT ATAT ¢ |

* Formed by river deposition and channel migration.

- waﬁmmﬁm)aﬁtwaﬁamﬁaéﬁﬁm%l

 Famous for Vaishnavite Satras (Neo-Vaishnavite culture of

ARUNACHAL

MAJULT

e\ - Srimanta Sankardeva).
A v + Ig 3019 Fal (AT qHeT T A9-I301d HFH ) & faw
[ TV ~ N ™ N ™
BANGLADESH MANIPUR ~ I [

e MIZORAM * Facing severe erosion due to Brahmaputra floods.

- x .
~r-wsiperem=- ol | oo e o8- B0 R R ID-"gMm ol o% o8 ol | LB AR A ol . | g |






>Majuli (Assam) _ (5 B

ral\ selectionway /4 e
1 £ A A

A

World's Largest Formed by River
Inhabited River Island Deposition & Migration

—

Famous Vaishnavite Severe Erosion by
Satras Brahmaputra Floods




Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh)
sfgRepreT (3mer ween)

* A barrier island between Pulicat Lake and the Bay of Bengal.

+ I Yfarse siter 3R Farrer iy @S & die e v arur (FARRIER) g9 B

* Hosts Satish Dhawan Space Centre (ISRO launch site!.
o YT WA Uae AT Fg (SHI T T&I90T TUA) FUaT 8l

 Formed by marine deposition (sand bars, spits).

+ g TR g (Y aedy, Ruew) F e y

7

-//

—
—

New Moore Island (Bay of Bengal)
= FI AT (q91TeA Y W)

A temporary sandbar island at the mouth of the Haribhanga River (Ganga-Brahmaputra delta).
* G EREI AGN & HETol (IFM-FEAYA SeeT) T U v 3wy Yefrar g
* Claimed earlier by India and Bangladesh.

« U 9T Ygol AR T oAl ST g1aT i o L

* Now largely submerged due to sea-level rise and erosion.

I FHG T A O 3 Fea F FROT g A AFHIUA: STAH7 8 TH1 ¢ | 4
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New Moore Islan
(Bay of Benga'.).

*

'.'.
o

v

A Barrier island between Pulicat Lake

and the Bay of Bengal
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Phumdis (Manipur)

qma (:Hﬁ'rtm
* Floating islands in Loktak Lake. t ./
mm#m?ml &

* Made of decomposed vegetation, soil, and organic matter.

- ¥ gAY Tl A i AT e s aa E

g s
* Support the Keibul Lamjao National Park (only floating national park). 7

+ A FIA ATHSTIN AT FEAT FT HTUR § ({ara T v AT e g T /\
' &

3¢dr)|
* Habitat of the endangered Sangai deer.

IE HhedEd IS @01 &7 3199 TAA 2 | Salsette Island (Maharashtra)
R I { AT dIT (AERTSE)

The island on which Mumbai city and suburbs are located.

IE I gdI9 & 9IH 9T Ha$ M 3R 30S 3UR e g
= V N
Separated from mainland by Thane Creek and Vasai Creek.

+ g AEY A | 3101 e R TS shTh SR 3T 8l

M‘ T —— I ——
* Originally a group of islands joined by reclamation.

+ YE A T W F$ adIdl 1 THg U1, [Siee 3-89 (ReFararere) qarr st arm|




! s 3 )
- IR N 2 *')

" h‘ y v-:‘—‘h

S T

Joined by reclamatic

. = > == 3




